MEMORIAL BENCH POLICY

POL-08

1) Purpose:

a) The Town of Bonavista recognizes the desire of residents and visitors to commemorate loved
ones or significant events through the placement of memorial benches in public spaces. The
purpose of this policy is to establish a consistent process and standards for the placement of
memorial benches within the Town of Bonavista. The policy is intended to provide opportunities
for residents and families to commemorate loved ones while ensuring public safety,
accessibility, and compatibility with the Town’s appearance and character.

2) Policy Statement:

a) The Town of Bonavista may permit the placement of memorial benches in approved public
locations, subject to review and approval by Council and compliance with the requirements
outlined in this policy.

b) Approval of a memorial bench shall not constitute ownership or exclusive use of municipal
property by the applicant.

3) Application Requirements

a) Any individual or organization wishing to install a memorial bench shall submit a Memorial
Bench Permit Application to the Town Office.

b) Applications shall include:
i) Proposed bench location;
ii) Bench design and material specifications;
iii) Installation details;
iv) Proposed plaque wording, if applicable; and
v) Contact information for the applicant.

c) Applications are subject to approval by Council.

d) The Town reserves the right to refuse any application that is deemed unsuitable due to location,
design, accessibility, safety concerns, or incompatibility with municipal plans or standards.

4) Approved Locations:

a) Memorial benches may be considered for placement in:
i)  Municipal parks;
ii) Walking trails;
iii) Scenic viewpoints;
iv) Waterfront areas; and
v) Other municipally owned public spaces approved by Council.

b) Final bench placement shall be determined by the Town in consultation with the applicant.
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5) Bench Specifications

a) Benches shall be constructed of materials compatible with existing municipal infrastructure,
including wood or marble.

b) Metal benches shall not be permitted due to the increased likelihood of corrosion and
deterioration in coastal environments.

c) The Town may require applicants to select from approved bench styles or designs to ensure
consistency throughout municipal spaces.

d) All benches must meet acceptable standards for durability, safety, and appearance.

e) Applicants shall submit a sketch or drawing of the proposed bench, including dimensions and
material details, as part of the application process. The Town may request additional
specifications where necessary to evaluate the proposal.

6) Installation Requirements

a) All costs associated with the purchase, delivery, installation, maintenance, repair, replacement,
and removal of the bench shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant.

b) Benches must be securely installed in a manner approved by the Town to ensure safety and
stability.

c) Installation shall not proceed until all required approvals have been obtained.

d) Any damage to municipal property occurring during installation or removal shall be repaired at
the applicant’s expense.

7) Maintenance Responsibilities

a) The applicant shall be responsible for maintaining the bench in a safe and visually acceptable
condition.

b) The Town shall not be responsible for repairs due to weather, vandalism, wear, or other
damage.

c) Where a bench becomes unsafe, damaged, or neglected, the Town may require repairs to be
completed within a specified timeframe.

d) Failure to complete required repairs may result in removal of the bench by the Town at the
owner’s expense.

8) Plaques and Inscriptions

a) Memorial plagues may be permitted subject to Town approval.
b) Plaques shall be modest in size and compatible with the bench design.
¢) The wording of all plaques or inscriptions must be respectful and appropriate for public display.
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9) Seasonal Removal

a) Where an applicant chooses to remove and reinstall a bench seasonally, all associated labour
and costs shall be the responsibility of the applicant.
b) Seasonal removal and reinstallation schedules must be coordinated with the Town.
10) Removal or Relocation by the Town
a) The Town reserves the right to temporarily relocate or permanently remove a memorial bench
where necessary for:
i)  Municipal maintenance;
ii) Construction or infrastructure projects;
iii) Public safety concerns; or
iv) Non-compliance with this policy.
b) Where practical, the Town shall provide reasonable notice to the applicant prior to removal or
relocation.
11) Indemnification
a) The Town of Bonavista assumes no responsibility or liability for theft, vandalism, damage, or
deterioration of memorial benches installed under this policy.
12) Administration
a) The administration and enforcement of this policy shall be the responsibility of the Town Council
and designated municipal staff.
13) Revision History:
Motion No. Date: Description:
26-099 June 8, 2026 New Policy Format Adopted
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